
Rotary Peace Bells Project (Overview) 
An Interactive Peace experience for Visitors and the People of Melbourne 

Background 

In 1934, Rotary Park was established by the City of Melbourne where trees could be planted or ‘dedicated’ to honour 
distinguished Rotarians or mark significant Rotary occasions. The founder of Rotary, Paul Harris planted the first tree in his only 
visit to Australia. There have been many others since then. Next May 2023, we have the Rotary International Convention in 
Melbourne with the first ever female President of Rotary International 

Promoting Peace is one of Rotary’s 7 Areas of Focus and a cornerstone of Rotary’s mission. Rotary Melbourne has a history of 
involvement in Peace Initiatives. In addition, Rotary Melbourne also has a long-standing commitment to indigenous 
reconciliation and engagement with our first nation friends. 

The Project 

The project is to create a public installation of four Peace Bells in Rotary Park to coincide with the Rotary 
International Convention in May 2023 and be officially opened in conjunction with Rotary International’s first 
female President Jennifer Jones. This initiative is supported by the Lord Mayor of Melbourne Sally Capp, 
Rotary International President Jennifer Jones, and District 9800 Governor Amanda Wendt and the Royal 
Botanic Gardens. Initial discussions have been held with the traditional owners of the land, the Bunurong 
Land Council, and senior managers within the City of Melbourne. Jennifer Jones has commenced planning to 
highlight the project as the legacy project for the 2023 Rotary International Convention. This would make it 
the first ever legacy project of a convention. Her planning includes a walk event around the Botanical Gardens 
on Saturday 27th May 2023 to precede the launch of the Bells. 

The installation is designed to create a reflective, interactive and informative experience to promote the 
importance of peace in all aspects of our lives. It can also highlight the projects and work that Rotary does in 
this area. It consists of four bells designed and built by Assoc Prof Neil McLachlan who designed the 
Federation Bells (see http://federationbells.com.au) at Birrarung Marr. The traditional owners of this land, the 
Bunurong people have been consulted and are involved with the project. 

The Installation 

The concept is to have four bells located adjacent to gate D of the Botanical Gardens in Rotary Park. Each of the four bells would 
represent a step every person can take for peacebuilding being: 

1) to be at peace within themselves, 
2) to talk of the importance of peace for all peoples including indigenous Australians, 
3) to write messages of peace and 
4) to celebrate peace and International Day of Peace. 

To share the involvement of the Peace Bells, the four bells will also represent the key financial contributors to the Project: 

1) Rotary Club of Melbourne (the “Melbourne Peace Bell”) 
2) Rotary Victorian Districts (the “People’s Peace Bell”) 
3) Rotary International (the “International Peace Bell”) 
4) Potentially a Rotary Centenary Grant from the Rotary Club of Balwyn (the “Rotary Centenary Peace Bell”) 

The City of Melbourne has indicated that there is a long 
timeframe for full approval of a permanent installation, and 
recommends that for the purpose of the official launch at 
the Convention in May, that we seek an initial permit for a 
temporary art installation, enabling the bells to made and 
placed in situ for a six month period, which would also 
include the following International Day of Peace in 
September. That then gives us extra time to finalise the 
permanent installation with additional requirements 
including Heritage Victoria and the Bunurong Land Council. 

 

Location of Bells 



QR Codes and Website 

QR Codes at each bell will link through to pages on a dedicated Rotary Park website (http://rotarypark.org.au) to provide 
information and assistance with taking these “Four Steps to Peace”. Initial discussions with the Melbourne University Initiative 
for Peacebuilding have been positive about support for this. QR Codes on the Peace Bells also complement QR Codes on other 
plaques and installations within Rotary Parks, highlighting the people, clubs, projects and supporters with photos, stories and 
multimedia. The estimated budget for the bells and stands to meet the convention deadline is $120,000. 

 

After May 2023 

The initial goal is to have an installation that can be launched by us with the Rotary International President and Lord Mayor in 
May 2023. The budget above achieves this aim. The full term aim of the project includes the permanent installation following 
approval by Heritage Victoria, plus indigenous design for 4 stands, expansion of the website, coordination of peace building 
events, and indigenous involvement. The aim is to complete the 2nd stage no later than the Commonwealth Games launch 
March 2026. 

Conclusion 

This project is a significant one in the treasured history of the Rotary Club of Melbourne. It is the first legacy project of a Rotary 
International Convention, it enhances and builds upon the 88 year history of Rotary Park, and it provides a permanent focus as a 
landmark for Peace Building in the City of Melbourne. 


