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Nott CHAN  
Hello my name is Nott, I am 25years old. I am very honored to tell you guys a bit about myself since I was little until 

now. In 2006 I was begging on the street for food and money to feed my family. My mother is a single mother who 

raised 5 kids, and with my older sister who has severe epilepsy.  I saw my mother has nothing for herself or us so I and 

my older brother decided to go and collecting the cans and begging for money for help to support the family. At 

that time while I was begging I saw other kids at my age going to school, I was wanted to study so bad. I even went 

to the school door and watch them study through window.  

One day we met (our now) Gecko Mum and Dad (Tania and Rem) at pub street. They offered us dinner each 

night. I was happy and joyful to get the dinner package because if I can bring food home for my family I don’t 

need to stay on the street begging until morning. Then one day Mum Tania asked us do we all wanted to study? I 

felt like I was dreaming! This is when Green Gecko and our school life began. Not only did they provide us a English 

class but also we all got a food package back home as well and so much more. I am so thankful for the 

opportunity that they give us.  

I never imaged I would be able to graduate high school. But in 2019 I did! After I graduated I was drawn to a job 

post from Safe Haven. An amazing NGO that works with children with disabilities, I wasn’t qualified but I was very 

interested in giving back to the community and trying my best. I thought I could take a gap year to apply for the 

position just as work experience until I can discover what is my real passion job is.  

I was really so lucky I got the job because I didn’t really understand what an Interventionist was. I soon learn that 

there so many types of disabilities that I never get to study or know before.  I never realized there sooo many 

children with disabilities in Cambodia. It melts my heart every day I go to work with them.  

After 1 year at Safe Haven my work had turned into my passion. I’m so thankful to Safe Haven for this wonderful life 

changing opportunity to help people to live in a better quality of life.  My dream now is to University to study 

Occupational Therapy because I want to develop my skills as Interventionist and also to be able to provide more 

help to the children with disabilities that in special needs. Later in my life, I would like to work also with orphaned 

elderly people to take care of them because they have no family. Occupational Therapy will be very helpful for this 

role too.    

Overall, I’m so thankful and appreciated Green Gecko and Safe Haven for the opportunities to become who I am 

today. A guidance from your role model teaching me to become a better person each day. And also teaching to 

help other people in needs.  

Last but not least I would like to thank Trudy and Russel for this trip opportunity to come to Australia to learn from 

expertise. I am willing to learn everything and also can’t wait to share what I’ve learnt to my team as well. Thank 

you all so much!  

 


