
The Rotary Foundation 

The Rotary Foundation is a not-for-profit corporation that was established as an endowment fund in 

1917. The Foundation is supported and funded by Rotary Clubs and Rotarians who raise and 

contribute monies annually enabling humanitarian work to be undertaken around the world. 

Up until 1947, the Foundation enjoyed moderate growth but on the passing of Paul Harris in January 

of that year Rotarians made significant contributions in his memory. Each year the incoming 

President of our Club makes a commitment to the DG of 9820 of the amount we will contribute to 

the Foundation in his year. This has been typically set at $100 per member. Thus, for many years, 

our donation was in the range of $5,000 to $6,000. In addition to this through the Centurion, Club 

members can voluntarily contribute $100 per annum to the Foundation. This personal giving to the 

Foundation via The Australian Rotary Foundation is tax-deductible. If my memory serves me well I 

believe for a couple of years in a row back about 5 or 6 years ago our club was the leading 

contributor on a per cap basis in the District through both Club and voluntary giving combined. 

The Rotary Foundation has 6 areas of focus. 

 Peace and Conflict Resolution 

 Water and Sanitisation 

 Maternal and Child Health 

 Literacy & Education 

 Community and Economic Development 

 Disease Control and Prevention 

Rotary Clubs can apply for the use of these funds for local and international projects thus providing 

access to funding not otherwise achievable given the size of the project they may be undertaking. 

These are accessed through both Rotary District and Global grants. Districts receive back from the 

Foundation 50 to 60% of their District’s contribution to the Foundation. Hence DG’s are always keen 

to know each club’s commitment.  Our Club has accessed successfully both matching Global and 

District grants. For example the Wash Project in Timor Leste to a value of USD30k comprising a 

Global grant of USD15k which was matched by the District and ourselves of a further USD15k. This 

provided 12 toilets which were particularly important for young women to attend school. The 

Zimbabwe school project which was managed by Liz Bentley when she was International Director 

some years back was funded by $10k from the Club and $25k from the Foundation. A couple of years 

back we also secured 2 District grants of $2k each for equipment for Rosebud Hospital. 

Donations to The Rotary Foundation accrue Paul Harris Recognition points. (so does giving to Polio 

Plus) It is by these means that Paul Harris Fellows are enabled. The recent recognition of our PP 

Derek was from the available points our Club had previously donated to the Foundation. A Paul 

Harris Fellow is the equivalent of USD1,000. One can also receive a Paul Harris Fellow from personal 

donations such as by the Centurion Club when contributions reach USD1,000. We have members in 

our Club who have PHF’s from personal donations. It is important to understand that the Paul Harris 

Fellow is recognition not an award. It is a recognition that a contribution of USD1,000 has been given 

to the Rotary Foundation in your name. Obviously, the PHFs are presented to those members who 

the club recognises as making a significant contribution to the ideals of Rotary. There are over one 

million PHFs worldwide! Famous PHFs include Boris Yeltsin, Jimmy Carter and polio vaccine 

developer Jonas Salk. 


